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BMAT Q23 (2003)

Here, the answer is A.  

The conclusion here is that the habitats of wading birds will inevitably decline and this is 
due to peat. However, we are assuming that although there are alternatives to peat, 
gardeners will keep using peat.
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BMAT Q32 (2003)

2.  

Here, the answer is E.  

The conclusion here is that the government must act quickly to plan for these changes 
in holiday patterns. We have to ask ourselves, why is the author arguing for this? It is 
because they think that it will lead to long-term impacts and so we are assuming it will 
be more than a short-term problem.
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3. 

BMAT Q6 (2004) 

Here, the answer is E. 


The conclusion here is that everyone who can own a pet, should do so and the reason 
given is that people live longer. However, we are assuming that this is a reason - people 
should try and live longer and owning a pet is a method of doing so. This is summarised 
in statement E. 


Statement A is a suggestion - saying “never have pets" is an example of extreme 
language which reduces likelihood of it being an assumption.


Statement B is incorrect as there is no mention of more than one pet. 


Statement C is incorrect as the ‘emotional benefits of affectionate relationships’ isn't 
linked to specific animals. 


Statement D is also incorrect as this is not an assumption that leads to long-term 
impacts and so we are assuming it will be more than a short term problem. 
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BMAT Q25 (2004)

4.  

Here, the answer is B 


The conclusion here is that the habitats of wading birds will inevitably decline and this is 
due to peat. However, we are assuming that although there are alternatives to peat 
gardeners will keep using peat.
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5. 

BMAT Q2 (2005)

Here, the answer is D. 


The conclusion here is that schools should recognise this and revert to traditional sports 
days and the reason given is that adult life involves competition. However, we have to 
ask why is that relevant? We are assuming that the role of school sports is to prepare 
children for adult life.
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BMAT Q18 (2005)

6.  

Here, the answer is C. 


The conclusion here is that players that are aggressive should be banned from the 
club's next three games. Reason is because we should not tolerate aggressive 
behaviour in a civilised society. However, to link these two statements we have to make 
the assumption that the ban will reduce aggressive behaviour.
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7. 

BMAT Q4 (2006)

Here, the answer is C. 


The conclusion here is that political journalists are not doing their job properly and the 
reason given is that they exclude political issues. Therefore, we are assuming that it is 
the role of political journalists to allow voters to be informed on political issues. A, B, D 
and E are not required for the conclusion to be held.
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8.  

BMAT Q16 (2006) 

Here, the answer is B. 


The conclusion here is that there is a choice between either reducing poverty or 
decreasing greenhouse emissions and therefore we are assuming there is no way both 
can be achieved. Looking at the other statements, (1) - we don’t know if this is the case, 
(2) - there is no mention of what developing countries are prioritising and (3) - we don’t 
know if this is the case from the passage.
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9. 

BMAT Q28 (2008) 

Here, the answer is E. 


With the statement in purple it is assuming that climate change is responsible for 
increasing the areas at risk of flooding.

With the statement in red, it is assuming no action will be taken to prevent this flooding.

With the statement in yellow, it is assuming that people will find it harder to sell their 
houses leading to economic consequences
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BMAT Q14 (2009)

10.  

Here, the answer is A. 


The first sentence summarises that the police has incorporated the change in colour 
scheme in order to improve the success of interrogation. The purpose behind police 
interrogations are to reveal the truth behind crimes being discussed. Therefore, 
statement A is correct as it states that with a change in the colour of the walls, it could 
be that people feel more at ease. This may result in revealing of the truth.


Statement B is incorrect as there is no mention of psychologists knowledge of the 
interrogation process. We are only made aware that the psychologists are merely aiding 
the Welsh police to incorporate new methods to improve their interrogation process. 


Statement C is incorrect because we cannot assume that colour psychology is the best 
method to calm suspects for interrogation just because it is the only method discussed 
in the passage. 


Statement D is incorrect because it is irrelevant to the overarching argument that colour 
psychology is presumed to help in interrogation processes. 


Statement E  is incorrect because colour psychology is portrayed as a technique in 
itself. 
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11. 

BMAT Q22 (2009)

Here, the answer is A. 


With the statement in blue, it is assuming that people are able to assess what is 
appropriate and inappropriate praise - matching statement 1. 


With the statement in red, it is also assuming that people can measure what the level of 
praise that is deserved.
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BMAT Q24 (2010)

12.  

Here, the answer is C. 


The conclusion is that the space impact is the only plausible explanation as the changes 
listed in the paragraph weren't identified.


However it is assuming that those are the only plausible explanations for the extinction 
of dinosaurs. This assumption is needed for the argument to exist
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13. 

BMAT Q30 (2010) 

Here, the answer is B. 


Statement A is an assumption in the area highlighted in red. 


Statement c is an assumption in the area highlighted in purple. 


Statement D is an assumption in the area highlighted in yellow.


Statement B is not an assumption as the argument explains the idea of reducing class 
sizes is not justified for other reasons - the fact that it is expensive is an external reason 
but is not needed for the argument to hold.
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BMAT Q6 (2011) 

14.  

Here, the answer is C. 


The conclusion is that being a taxi driver involves learning which increases their memory 
power. 


This is based on the recent brain scans as supporting evidence. However, it could be 
that they were more intelligent preceding the role - so is it that they are able to 
remember things because they are taxi drivers or the other way around? 
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15. 

BMAT Q17 (2011) 

Here, the answer is C. 


The passage is assuming that the combination of genes is the most important factor 
and the M variant is not as important.


Statement 1 isn't needed for the argument to hold as the main conclusion is that there 
will be further outbreaks in the future as those who consumed infected beef grow older


Statement 2 is false as the argument says the V variant can cause vCJD in the future
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16. 

BMAT Q30 (2012) 

Here, the answer is C.  

The passage is arguing that articles cannot be assessed properly until they know how 
much they are being financed and therefore the assumption is that we cannot judge 
articles without information on sponsorship from 

pharmaceutical companies.


Statement 1 is incorrect because the passage doesn’t mention safety or effectiveness.


Statement 2 is incorrect because the passage doesn’t mention this either. 
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17. 

BMAT Q30 (2013) 

Here, the answer is C. 


The conclusion of this passage is that wrinkled fingers are advantageous as the help us 
grip wet objects but we have to strip the argument of common sense. Why is this 
important? 


We are assuming that statement 1 is an assumption.


Statement 3 is an assumption because we are using the theory of evolution to support 
why this is the case. 
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BMAT Q15 (2014) 

18.  

Here, the answer is A. 


This kind of question asks you to identify an assumption, or unstated belief or idea, on 
which the argument depends. In other words, the task is to recognise the step that is 
missing within an argument. The missing step may be a reason or an intermediate 
conclusion, but whichever, it will be necessary to – not just helpful for – the given 
argument. 


Conclusion: People are wrong to oppose the sharing of medical records.

R : It is in their interests to maintain privacy. 

R2: But it is also in their interests for medical science to arrive at new treatments.


This line of reasoning means that the conclusion is the result of a balancing of interests – 
of weighing one thing against the other. 

Since we have been given a reason for thinking it is not in people’s interests to support 
sharing the information, and a reason for thinking it is, and then used this to draw the 
conclusion that it is, the argument must be assuming that the reasons for thinking it is 
are more important/outweigh the reasons for thinking it isn’t.  Without assuming A, the 
argument would not work; the conclusion would not follow. A is therefore an assumption 
that the argument is making. 
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19. 

BMAT Q13 (2015) 

Here, the answer is D. 


We are making an assumption that the rights of individuals are not as important as 
society because the fact that high profile people have young fans means that they 
cannot afford a second chance. 
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BMAT Q26 (2015) 

20.  

Here, the answer is C. 


The argument of being able to enjoy butter and saturated fats again is based on the 
premise that the research in the 1980s has been discredited but what about other 
studies that could have supported this claim? 


We are jumping the gun massively by ignoring this possibility.

http://www.medicmind.co.uk


Assumption Questions

BMAT Section 1: Critical Thinking 

 21© 2020

21. 

BMAT Q13 (2016) 

Here, the answer is A. 


Statement A is the correct answer as the text suggests that sports and entertainment 
high earners are an exception to the argument proposed.


Statement B is false as IQ is independent of education.


Statement C is incorrect as the text did not take into consideration parental profession.


Statement D is not mentioned in the passage.
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BMAT Q28 (2016) 

22.  

Here, the answer is A.  

Statement A is false as the paragraph mentions some uncertainty in the last sentence.


Statement B is false as it is simplifying the situation. 


Statement C is false as the text is talking about the cause of cancer as opposed to 
preventing it.


Statement D is the correct answer as it is assuming people have some control. 
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23. 

BMAT Q28 (2017)

Here, the answer is C. 


Statement 1 is needed for the statement in red to be true.


Statement 3 is needed for the statement in purple to be true.
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24. 

BMAT Q22 (2018)

Here, the answer is C. 


The main argument here is that air travel is safe and it is using 2015 as evidence for this. 
It is excluding sabotage from the statistics and is making the assumption that this isn't 
relevant to assess the overall safety. The answer is therefore C.
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25. 

BMAT Q17 (2019)

Here, the answer is D.  

The passage concludes that it is difficult to judge certain acts throughout history as 
acceptable or not, as social norms have changed drastically over time. Therefore, we are 
assuming that back in 1914-1918, socially accepted norms then would have meant that 
executing 300 British soldiers would have been accepted. Therefore, this could have 
been an instance where some of the death sentences handed out during the war may 
have been more deserved than others. This is summarised in statement D. 
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