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While the Internet brings undoubted advantages to young people, the effects of excessive
use are serious. Some teenagers are spending as much as 8 hours per day using the Internet.
Isolation and obesity are increasing amongst children. Parents must enforce stricter controls
over their children, to make sure that the Internet is not causing their children to have long
term physical and emotional ill health.

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument?

It understates the benefits of Internet usage.
It focuses only on teenagers who spend 8 hours per day using the Internet.
It assumes that parents can enforce stricter controls.

It says nothing about the effects of watching TV and using computer games.

molaw >

It assumes that excessive Internet use causes isolation and obesity.

BMAT Q14 (2003)

N

Here, the answer is C.

Statement C is correct here bge % &the solution of internet
overuse in children lies with i rols over their children. The
best flaw is that we are assuming rce stricter controls in order to

decrease the use and thus prevent long term ical and emotional poor health. This is
summarised in statement C.
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At 11 years old, the children of parents who smoke are shorter on average than the children
of parents who do not smoke. Therefore, parental smoking tends to reduce the growth rate
of children up to 11 years old.

Which one of the following explains what is wrong with this argument?

A By I8 years old the children of parents who smoke might be the same size, on average,
as the children of parents who do not smoke.

B Loweraverage heights in 11 year olds may be associated with parental smoking, but
not caused by it.

€ Children of smokers may be shorter on average at 11 years old, but this docs not mean
that all children of smokers are shorter than all children of non-smokers at this age

D Even though they are shorter, the children of parents who smoke might be better
developed in other ways than the children of non-smokers.

BMAT Q28 (2003)

Here, the answer is B.

The paragraph assumes that up to the age of 11 years old
is the root cause for reduced growth rates. HOE is is incorrect because it does.

not account for other factors that may be cau shorter heights in children up to the

age of 11 years old. :
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The government now insists that all primary schools spend at least one hour per day on
literacy and numeracy work, and stipulate that a substantial part of the time is spent in whole
class teaching. These changes have helped to raise standards in literacy and numeracy.
Therefore, whole class teaching is clearly more beneficial than small group or individual
work.

‘Which of the following best expresses the flaw in the argument in the passage?

It assumes that the teaching method is the cause of the improved standards.
It ignores the additional work teachers have had to take on.
It assumes that literacy and numeracy were low before the changes.

Tt relies on short term measurements of improvement.

=T A% >

It overlooks the benefits of small group and individual work.

BMAT Q4 (2004)

Here, the answer is A.

Statement A is correct here bx
superior to small group tea
standards in literacy and numerac ing style rather than making one

Thérefore it
hour of literacy and numeracy work mandat(:s&summalissd in statement A.

iat whole class teaching is
the improvement in raised

Statements B-E are incorrect because th 'o mention of this in the passage.

N
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“Farmers are often criticised for their heavy use of pesticides, which has had a harmful
effect not only on many species of wildife, but, itis alleged, on people who live near farms.
where pesticides have been sprayed. And yet the fault does not lie with farmers. People
choose supermarkets according to price. Supermarkets compete for our business and so
bring prices down to gain our business. Farmers are therefore forced to sell their produce
atincreasingly lower costs, and therefore need to maximise their yield or make a loss at the
prices supermarkets demand. Therefore people do not have the right to complain about
farmers’ use of pesticides.”

Which of the following is a flaw in the above argument?

A The argument has confused objections to the manner of use of pesticides with the
use in general.

B The argument contradicts itself by saying that pesticides damage the environment but
also that they help maximise yield

C  Itassumes that the use of pesticides is the only way to avoid making a loss.
D Farmers sometimes sell their produce direct to the public at farmers’ markets.

E  Thereis no proof that people who live near farms have been affected by pesticides.

BMAT Q18 (2006)

Statement C is correct because the last st@;nt assumes that in order for farmers to

maximise their yield to avoid making alo§S]s with the use of pesticides as it
plamlng about the use of pesticides in farms.

Here, the answer is C.

summarises that people have to st
Statement A is incorrect because/the passage is clear with how farmers use pesticides
in that they are primarily used to increase produce yield.

Statement B is not a flaw of the overarching argument that the only way that yield can
increase is through the use of pesticides.
Statement D & E are both incorrect because there is no mention of this in the passage.



http://www.medicmind.co.uk

BMAT Section 1: Critical Thinking

[ { Flaw Questions ) ]

Data from a Swedish census shows that at age 64 those who have a PhD are less likely to
die within the next year than are those who have only a BA or a BSc. The census showed
further evidence of the relationship between level of educational attainment and longevity,
since those aged 64 with an MA (higher than a BA and lower than a PhD) were less likely to
die within the next year than those with a BA and more likely to die within the next year than
those with a PhD. So it's clear that someone who is awarded a PhD in Sweden will live
longer than they would have done if they had not studied for a higher degree.

Which one of the following identifies a flaw in the above argument?

A Itassumes that what s true for a group is true for each individual.

B Itassumes that people who are awarded PhDs will have a healthier lifestyle.

C  Itassumes that what applies in Sweden will apply in other countries.
D

It assumes that in Sweden only the healthiest people are awarded PhDs.
BMAT Q16 (2007)

Here, the answer is A.

Statement A is correct becat o ing at a select group of people
who have studied rather than those who hav: idied at all. It is also fair to say that
it has not taken into account everybody wi ied a higher education degree at
university and then studied their longe %erefore, it is fair to say that the flaw in the
argument is that it is extrapolating tion based off of a group of people and
applying it generally to all individuals. This is summarised in statement A.

Statement B is incorrect because it is evidence to the conclusion of the passage rather
than a flaw. It is fair to say that a healthier lifestyle goes hand in hand with longevity but
this cannot be said for certain.

Statement C is incorrect because this Swedish study is applying the data to those who
have completed degrees in Sweden rather than applying the study results to other
countries.

Statement D is incorrect because the passage only states that people who have

completed PhDs are more likely to live longer rather than the other way around.
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Young children who sleep with a light on may have a substantially higher risk of developing
nearsightedness as a result, says a new study in the journal Nature.

The collaborative study of 479 children by researchers at the University of Pennsylvania
Medical Center and The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia found 55 percent of children
who slept with a room light on before age 2 had myopia, or nearsightedness, between ages
2and 16.

Of the children who slept with a night-light before age 2, 34 percent were myopic, while just
10 percent of children who slept in darkness were nearsighted.

Which one of the following, i true, gives a reason why the above argument might be

flawed?

A Alater study showed that myopic parents are more likely to leave children’s lights on
than those without myopia.

B The study did not follow the subjects into adulthood.

€ American children are more prone to developing myopia than those from other parts
of the world.

D Few children in the thi are few electric lights, wear glasses.

BMAT Q28 (2007)

Here, the answer is A.
Statement A is correct here because il another possible reason for children to
develop myopia. The statement sug e@e potential genetic link that myopic parents
have children that develop myopia. bchallenges the link between leaving a night light
on and the risk of developing myopia in children. It is therefore a flaw to the argument if
presumed correct.

Statements B-D do not directly challenge the link between leaving a night light on and
the chance of developing myopia if they were presumed correct.
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The implementation this year of more random speed traps to prevent accidents is absurd.
Figures published earlier this year showed that only 6% of accidents are caused by speeding.
But half the deaths on the roads are caused by drivers under 25. The road safety campaigners
should turn their attention to finding ways of helping young people to drive safely while they are
gaining experience, instead of advocating the pursuit of safe and responsible drivers for
technical infringements of arbitrary limits.

Which of the following could be flaws in the argument?
1 The witer ignores the fact that the introduction of more random speed traps,

though not focusing on the most common cause of accidents, is stil designed to
prevent them.

2 Thewiiter ignores the fact that a percentage of deaths caused by drivers under
the age of 25 will be due to speeding.

3 Thewiiter fails to appreciate the fact that safe and responsible driving includes
obeying the speed limit.

1 only
2 only
3only

1 and 2 only

m o o W »

1.and 3 only

BMAT Q30 (2008)

y

Here, the answer is E . v

P1: 6% accidents are caused by speedi
P2: Half the deaths on the roads ar&.lsed by drivers >25.

C1: Road safety campaigners should focus on helping young people to drive safely
rather than the current action taken.

Statement 1: This is a flaw because the argument focusses on just fixing the ‘main’
causes deaths.

Statement 2: We cannot assume this and it is not written in the text.

Statement 3: This is a flaw as there is a gap between P2 and G1. The passage assumes
that the only way someone can be a ‘safe and responsible’ driver is by preventing
themselves committing road deaths.
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i.e. small, rocky planets orbiting at the right distance from their star to ensure that they are not
S0 hot that water boils and not so cold that it remains frozen. Until now techniques have not
been sensitive enough to detect such planets. The new Kepler telescope is so sensitive that for
the first time astronomers will be able to see if there are Earth-sized planets in the 'habitable
zone' of their stars - the region where the temperature is right for liquid water to exist at the
surface. So if the Kepler telescope finds that such planets exist, we can at last be confident that
there is life on planets other than Earth,

o For there to be life elsewhere in the universe, there would have to be planets similar to Earth,

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A It assumes that Earth-sized planets will have life forms similar to those on Earth.

It assumes that the existence of Earth-sized planets in the 'habitable zone' is sufficient

B forife to exist.

c It assumes that the Kepler telescope will find Earth-sized planets in the 'habitable
Zone’ of their stars.

N It assumes that it s necessary to have highly sensitive equipment to detect the
existence of planes.

c It assumes that the presencerof liuid water on a planet is not sufficient for lfe to

exist.

I'N
<
\\)

Here, the answer is B.
P1: For there to be life elsewhere, planet: o be similar to Earth.
P2: Kepler telescope is sensitive to degz‘ planets in the habitable zone.

C1: If such a planet is found, we can be sure that there is life on planets other than
Earth.

The main flaw here is the gap between P2 and C1 is that being in the habitable zone is
the only requi for lfe. A is not mentioned. C and D are not ions made in
the passage. E s false.

2020
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Societies with a flourishing arts sector (including visual ar, theatre, music and dance) tend to
be more more more robust and to have more fulflled,
healthier citizens. So, if we want to live in the most and
robust society, we should demand that the Government subsidises the arts [EHEveINe
enables them to flourish.

Which one of the following illustrates a flaw in the above argument?

A There may be other important demands on government money.
B A flourishing arts sector may influence citizens’ psychological health.
c A strong economy may be a precondition of a flourishing arts sector.
D Some of the arts (for example, opera) may be seen as non-egalitarian.

BMAT Q2 (2010)

Here, the answer is C.

P1: Societies with a flourishing
economically robust.

egalitarian and

C1: To become democratic, egalitarian and
Government to subsidise the art sector.

ally robust we should ask the

The main flaw here is that the passage&umss that democracy, equality and economic
robustness is a result of a flourishing art sector. A s irrelevant. B and D are not
mentioned in the passage.
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the education system. If the results are good then we will hear that the examinations are
becoming too easy. On the other hand, i the results are poor, then we will hear about the poor
state of funding for the education sector. Since there will be negative stories in the press either
way, we should ignore these stories and not worry about them.

o As examination results come out again there will undoubtedly be concerns about the state of

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A The options are restricted to the results being either good or bad.

B It makes an unwarranted attack on the press.

c It makes a prediction about the future which is not supported by any evidence.

D Itfails to establish that examinations are becoming easier.

E The fact that a negative story is inevitable does not mean that it should be ignored.

BMAT Q13 (201

Here, the answer is E.

P1: There will be negative storit

*
\J

C1: We should be ignore the stories. 6&

Ads not a flaw in the argument as the results ain only be seen as good or bad. B is

irelevant. C is false, the passage is n¢ ing a prediction. D is irrelevant. E is

therefore the flaw because it pinpoints the gap between P1 and C1.
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When defending the British Museum's stance on holding on to important historical artefacts that
were taken from other countries, the tale of the Standard of Ur offers a huge case in support of
the policy. Had Britain retumed it to Iraq, it would have been lost along with so much of the
country’s history when the national museum was looted. Consequently, it would have been lost
to all of us. By keeping these treasures at the British Museum, their safety is ensured for the
whole world.

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument?

A An artefact taken from another country has technically already been looted.

B An artefact taken from another country will always belong to that country.

c Because one museum overseas is looted it does not mean that others will be.

b If the British Museum returned all the artefacts to their homes, more people from other

countries would get the chance to see them.

E Because the Standard of Ur is safe it doesn't mean all other artefacts are safe

17 (201

Here, the answer is C.

The passage concludes that ha
been lost along the a lot of the coun

k to Iraq, they would have
natural history museum was
looted. Therefore, to prevent the looting that other'gduntries experienced, Britain should
hold on to its historical artefacts for the. ms@rld to enjoy.

The conclusion is flawed as it assumemt because other countries museums were
looted, that the same would happen to Britain. Therefore, statement C is correct.

All other statements are not relevant to the main conclusion and do not directly flaw it.
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When children are young they often play games. These games are useful as they teach children
how to interact with each other. In recent years the growth of computer games has meant that now
many children play most of their games on computers and across the interet. Thus the way in
which children interact with each other has changed. When these children grow up they will need
to work in jobs that require interaction with co-workers. The increased popularity of computer
games is therefore going to mean that they are less likely to be able to function socially within their
workplace.

Which one of the following is a flaw in the above argument?

A Itignores the benefits that are brought by the intemet, such as easy access to more
information.

5 It does not consider that games on a computer can teach many other skills as itis
possible for their rules to be more complex.

c It does not consider the fact that adults also play computer games,

D Itis restricted to just one negative aspect of computer games.

= It does not establish that children who play computer games no longer interact with
each other.

Here, the answer is E.

P1: Children used to play games with each 0'8
P2: Nowadays, many children play mq% ir games on the computer.
P3: The children will grow up and do jobs that require interaction with co-workers.

C1: Children are going to be less likely to be able to function socially within their
workplace.

There is a gap between P2 and C1 as the passage doesn't clarify if playing more video
games has reduced time spent playing games with each other. A,B,C are irrelevant.
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e It has been celebrated recently that hydrogen fuelled buses are being introduced into London.
This is because the use of hydrogen as a fuel is better for the environment as there are no
emissions of carbon dioxide. The new buses carry the same number of passengers and will be

ravelling exactly the same routes as the ones that they are replacing, However, commercially
sold hydrogen is produced from natural gas. The process to produce one tonne of hydrogen from
natural gas puts, on average, eight tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, whereas the
production of fuel for the existing buses does not emit any carbon dioxide. The further costs of
transporting the fuel to the bus depot also need to be considered. We should therefore not
welcome the introduction of these buses.

Given that the following extra information is available:

1 The distance that each type of bus can travel using one tonne of fuel.

2 The distance that each bus needs to travel every week.

3 The amount of carbon dioxide emitted when the existing buses use one tonne of
fuel.

4 For each type of fuel, the amount of carbon dioxide emitted in transporting one

tonne of fuel to the bus depot.

Which of the pieces of mlormale would we dbed to know in order to determine whether or not

the argument is flawed? \
A 'MZandGonly/

B 1,2and 4 only

c 1,3and 4 only ‘Q\% e’
D 2,3and 4 only

E

1,2,3and 4
BMAT Q28 (2011)

ot

Here, the answer is C.

Statement 1: This will allow us to evaluate the relative efficiency of the two types of
buses.

Statement 2: As they are using the same routes, we know that the same amount of
distance will be travelled by both.

Statement 3: Again, this will allow us to compare relative efficiency and therefore
whether the argument is flawed.

Statement 4: This information will let us evaluate the efficiency of transportation the fuel.
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a study of 15 year olds in the principal industrialised countries. It shows unequivocally that
teenage students whose parents discuss political or social issues with them, either weekly or
daily, score 28 points higher at reading (on average) than those whose parents discuss these
issues less often or not at all. Other factors were also associated with better reading ability:
discussing books or television programmes, eating main meals together at a table and spending
time talking to children. Discussing news and serious issues showed the strongest association,
s if parents spend time discussing these issues with their children they will help their children
read well.

° The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has released data from

Which of the following best expresses the flaw in the argument above?

A Itimplies that discussing serious issues with parents is more influential than
discussion with a peer group.

It assumes that eating meals together at a table is practical in all households.
It fails to consider teenagers in rural countries.

It does not show why reading ability is so important in a teenager's development.

m o o w

It suggests a causal relationship between discussion and reading.

BMAT Q6 (2012)

\od

Here, the answer is E.

C1: if parents spend time discussing these issue@heir children they will help their
children read well. @

This is a correlation not causation typ . The argument suggests a direct link
between discussion and reading ability. A, B, C are irrelevant and in the case of A and C,
the facts in the statements are not mentioned in the text. D is not a feasible flaw based
on the argument.
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Perfect pitch - the ability to identify any note of music without inferring it from a
reference note — is usually found to be a characteristic only of people who were taught
music before the age of 6. So teaching music to children under the age of 6 should
become a priority in primary schools. This could mean that in the future the majority of
the population would have perfect pitch.

Which one of the following describes a flaw in the above argument?

A It assumes that adults could acquire perfect pitch if they were taught music.

B It ignores_ the possibility that other factors may be necessary for acquiring
perfect pitch.

c It assumes that having perfect pitch is necessary for success as a musician.

b It ignores the possibility that children under the age of 6 may not enjoy

learning music.

BMAT Q6 (2014)

Here, the answer is B.

Structurally, this is a very strai . ontains three claims, and
the second one, clearly signalle 1S evi a conclusion. (As previously
stated, words like ‘however," ‘so’, ‘therefore’, ‘ or ‘consequently’ and phrases
such as ‘as a result of this’ often indicate t% nclusion is being drawn.)

The passage assumes that being ta usic before the age of 6 is the only necessary
factor in order to have a perfect pitch. The argument however fails to recognise the
possibility of other factors that may be necessary for acquiring a perfect pitch. This is
‘summarised in statement B, representing a suitable flaw for the above argument.

Statement A is incorrect because the passage argues that in order to acquire a perfect
pitch, music must be taught before the age of 6. Therefore, it does not assume adults
could acquire a perfect pitch if they were taught music.

Statement C is incorrect because there is no mention of the success of musicians.

Statement D is irrelevant as there is no mention of children enjoying the music and how
this could affect the acquisition of a perfect pitch.
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We are all becoming used to warnings of a shortage of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM) recru\(s Ina wor\d mcreas\ngly dominated by
careers that involve these fields, and state that we
really must train more of these people to secure our prosperity. But STEM training is
not the only answer: anecdotal evidence shows that the STEM employees who do best
are those most skilled in thinking and communicating. Instead of looking to produce
scientists or engineers, we should focus on turning out agile minds. The ability to
process, synthesise and communicate information efficiently is the premium skill of the

‘Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the argument above?

A It assumes that being agile-minded cannot be taught.

B It ignores the fact that STEM courses are growing in popularity.

c It fails to use comparative data from other countries.

D It assumes that agile mi are equally effective with or without STEM
ining

E

BMAT Q17 (2014)

Here, the answer is D.

P1: organisations and politicians rej state that we really must train more of these
people in STEM subjects to secure sperity.

P2: STEM employees who do best are those most skilled in thinking and communicating

C1: we should focus on turning out agile minds, instead of engineers and scientists.

The gap between P2 and C1 is that the argument fails to recognise that STEM training is
probably a contributor to producing an ‘agile mind.”
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Recent research has found a surprising correlation between how women rate the
physical attractiveness of male competiive cydlists and their overall performance in an
endurance race, with those competitors rated most attractive finishing ahead of those
rated less attractive. It seems that women are sensitive to those physical traits that
relate to cycling excellence and unwittingly factor this into how attractive they find a
particular participant. Therefore it would follow that attractive male film stars and
models are likely to make successful cyclists.

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above passage?

The study did not suggest atiractiveness alone is sufficient to ensure

A
success.
B A false impression of sporting excellence has been put forward.
c The results of this study may not be generalisable to all sports.
D The study wrongly suggests that cyclists are more attractive than other sportsmen.
" . = | N .
E The findings of this stidy may: be repeated in the future.
i Y
y \ |
1 : BMAT Q4 (2015)
|
N\ ),

Here, the answer is A. \v&‘\”

P1: Those competitors rated most attracti ed ahead of those rated less attractive

in cycling. D‘

P2: It seems that women are sensitive to those physical traits that relate to cycling
excellence and unwittingly factor this into how attractive they find a particular
participant.

C1: Attractive male film stars and models are likely to make successful cyclists.

The gap between P1 and C1 forms the basis of the flaw in the argument. The passage
suggests that being attractive is the only variable to succeeding in a cycling race.
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The rate of recorded heart attacks among women in the UK could soon start to fall
because a new blood test has been developed which provides a more accurate
diagnosis of the incidence of heart attacks in women. Researchers believe that heart
attacks in women may previously have been under-diagnosed because the 'old' blood
test was not sufficiently sensitive. They believe that possibly twice as many women
will be found using the new test to have had heart attacks as were found using the old
one. With more accurate diagnosis, women can start treatment to reduce the risk of a
further attack.

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument?

A It assumes that the lower number of subsequent heart attacks will not be
balanced by the higher recording of first heart attacks.

B It assumes that the same new blood test can be used equally well for men
as for women.

c It assumes that a blood test is the only way of diagnosing when a heart
attack has taken place.

D It assumes that treatme prevent subsequent heart attacks is always
effective. —

E It assumes that women are likel ) seek medical help more quickly than

4
Here, the answer is A. b&\

If a test is more sensitive, it means it wil @up cases of heart attacks that were
previously missed. The argument s that the development of a new blood test will
reduce the rate of recorded heart at in women. The argument is therefore flawed as
the number of recorded heart attacks will ultimately increase.
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When we listen to music, electrical waves in our brains tend to synchronise to the tempo. In a
recent study scientists recorded the brain waves of musicians and non-musicians as they
listened to music. Although the brain waves of both groups synchronised to many rhythms,
those of icians di parti slow music. The ici

reported that they could not keep track of the tempo in slow music. This shows that becorming a
musician requires an innate tendency for the brain to synchronise to the tempo of any speed of
music.

Which one of the following identifies a flaw in the above argument?
The tempo of slow music may be the most difficult tempo for listeners to follow.
Musical training may develop the tendency for the brain to synchronise to music.

Some of the non-musicians may decide to undertake musical training in the future.

o o @ »

Becoming a musician may depend on a number of different abilties.

BMAT Q4 (2016)

Here, the answer is B.

O
: rﬂ,\o synchronise to the tempo
of any speed of music is a pre i od musician. It doesn’t
consider that those who are musicians may eloped that skill as they practised

h
more. In A, we cannot make this assumplion& irrelevant. D is correct but it doesn’t
not pin point the flaw in this argumen
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The sale of self-help books that claim to reveal the secret of happiness generated $10 billion in
2009. But if you want to become more contented with life, you shouldn't read these books,
because reading them will have the opposite effect. Researchers at the University of Montreal
found that those who had read such books were more likely to be anxious and depressed than
those who had never read them.

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

Becoming more contented with life may be an unrealistic goal.

Being anxious and depressed may prompt people to read self-help books.

‘Some of those who have never read self-help books may be anxious and depressed.

o 0o w »

Some people who are anxious and depressed may never read self-help books.

BMAT Q26 (2016)

Here, the answer is B.

This argument also makes a direc
self help books will cause anxiety
way around. Statement A s irrele
in the presented argument.

ing that reading the

en ly it could be the other
t but not the are not a flaw
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People wonder whether or not machines could ever become conscious, but it's obvious that
one day they will. After all, if consciousness is just the result of the working of the brain, and if
the brain is just a complicated machine, then what's to stop machines becoming complex
enough to be conscious? Every year machines get more and more complex. It's only a matter
of time before they acquire consciousness.

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A Itisimpossible for a machine ever to become conscious.

B The argument does not specify what ‘a matter of time' entails.

€ The argument confuses science fiction with the reality of technological progress.

D The argument depends on unwarranted claims about the mind and the brain.

Here, the answer is D.
P1: Consciousness is just the the brai\o
P2: Brain is just a complicated @

C1: Its only a matter of time before machiner@s consciousness.

The argument has no i evid& hich its claims. According to
correct. B and C are irrelevant.

30 (2016)

info in the passage, we don’t know if
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Researchers have found that middle-aged men with bigger waist measurements have an
increased risk of developing prostate cancer. They found that, for every extra ten centimetres a
man had on his walist, his risk of developing the most aggressive form of prostate cancer was
raised by 13 per cent. Early results suggest the increased risk is linked with the disruption to
testosterone and other hormones that occurs with weight gain. This shows that middle-aged
men can prevent the development of prostate cancer by eating a healthy diet and taking
regular exercise.

Which one of the following best expresses a flaw in the above argument?

A ltignores the fact that weight gain is a factor in other forms of cancer.

B It assumes that major changes to diet and exercise are achievable by all men.

C It assumes that losing weight is sufficient to avoid developing prostate cancer.
D

It fails to note the role of hormone disruption in other forms of cancer.

BMAT Q6 (2017)

Here, the answer is C.

The argument gives a very n:
gain. However, it doesn't consi

. focy only on preventing weight
gal Id be a result of other things

such as genetics etc. The argumen L@ losing weight is sufficient in the
prevention of cancer. A and B are irrelevant. Otb 'ms of cancer aren't discussed
here, so it cannot be D.
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We often hear about childhood stars having breakdowns in later life. Celebrity gossip
magazines regularly feature stories revelling in the decline of a once innocent and adored child
actor into a troubled twenty-something going through painful relationship break-ups and battles
with drug addictions. Their fate is inevitable given the moral bankruptcy of show business: the
industry is steeped in sex, alcohol and drugs. Parents choosing to expose their children to
these evils at such a vulnerable age must take the blame for their struggles with them in later
life. Given the lasting damage, | would argue that it is actually child abuse to place a minor into
such an environment. As part of our policy of child protection, it should be illegal to let your
child work in show business

Which of the following expresses a flaw in the above argument?
1 Break-ups and mental breakdowns do not occur only to childhood stars; they can
happen to anyone.

2 Being adored as a child is not an adequate explanation for addictions or broken
relationships in later life.

A 1only
B 2only
C both 1and 2
D neither 1 nor 2
N7

Here, the answer is D, 6&

Statement 1 does not present a flaw. W@ avalid point, it is not directly linked to
the argument made in the passage.

Statement 2 is the same as statement 1.

Afeasible flaw in the argument would be that the lives of some celebrities are being
used to represent all young celebrities in that industry.
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Two hundred years ago the average woman in a rich nation could expect to give birth

to 8.5 children and to die around her fifty-fifth birthday. By 1920 the birth rate had halved

to 4.2 children and women'’s life expectancy had risen to almost seventy years. We can
conclude, therefore, that the heavy biological toll of childbirth on women means that the more
times they give birth, the faster they age and the more likely they are to die early.

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument?

It assumes that, historically, women were ignorant of the toll childbirth takes.

It draws conclusions which relate only to women in rich nations.

It fails to note falling infant mortality rates in the given time period.

Itimplies that all women who have multiple pregnancies will die early.

m o 0o w »

It ails to consider other factors that might have improved women's life expectancy.

BMAT Q24 (2017)

Here, the answer is E.

P1: 200 years ago, a woman #
expectancy was 55.

P2: by 1920, birth rate was 4.2 and Iifry%gy is 70.

Ci:heavy biological toll of childbirth momen means that the more times they give
birth, the faster they age and the more likely they are to die early

5@ on average and life

This passage suggests a causation link between birth rate and life expectancy which
makes the argument flawed.



http://www.medicmind.co.uk

BMAT Section 1: Critical Thinking

[ { Flaw Questions _)

Functional magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is a neuroimaging procedure that maps brain
activity by detecting blood flow changes. One recent finding of fMRI research relates to
variation amongst individuals with respect to patterns of connectivity across regions of the
brain. People with strong brain region connectivity were found more likely to exhibit various
“positive’ lifestyle traits, including high educational attainment and high levels of life satisfaction.
People with weaker connectivity were more likely to exhibit ‘negative’ qualities, including higher
levels of mental illness and substance abuse issues. A beneficial use of fMRI technology would
be to conduct ‘brain training’ for those with weaker connectivity. If exercises were developed to
help people learn to regulate their brain activity so that their brain connectivity was improved,
they too could benefit from more ‘positive’ lifestyle atributes.

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A Itassumes that everyone considers high educational attainment levels to constitute a
“positive’ lifestyle trait.

B ltignores the more critical health care needs that could be addressed through the use
of fMRI technology.

C  Itassumes that just because ‘positive’ traits are associated with strong brain connectivity
these traits are caused by the strong connectivity.

o

rain connectivity has been damaged through

BMAT Q30 (2017)

N

Here, the answer is C. b&

The points in the passage show that there,is a correlation between brain connectivity

and positive/negative lifestyle attribute ever, the conclusion, (‘if brain connectivity
was improved, people could benefit fi more ‘positive’ lifestyle attributes’) portrays
this link as causation - that strong brain ivity will always lead to

positive attributes. This is the flaw in the argument. A, B and C are irrelevant to this
argument.
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The UK government has recently announced its plan to cut funding to state nurseries. This
would be a terrible mistake as high-quality nursery education is crucial. My child blossomed at
a state nursery — we cannot let these places lower their standards, or even close. | was more
than happy to move my child to the state nursery from a private nursery when she became
eligible. Six months later, | would say that that our experience of her new nursery has been
outstanding. For this reason, a professionally run state nursery should sit at the heart of every
community and it should not be affected by financial restrictions.

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A lIttakes a correlation between a child attending a state nursery and being happy to imply
causation.

B It rejects the plan to cut spending only because it was proposed by the government.
C It generalises about the importance of state nurseries based on a single experience.
D It supports its argument by appealing to the irrelevant authority of the government.
E Itassumes that a cut in funding will lead to the closure of state nurseries.

BMAT Q4 (2018)

Here, the answer is C.

&

The passage doesn't provide sufficient eviden @\aﬂging current government plans
- only one experience is spoken about. A is wforig. B suggests that there is bias against
the government which is not implied in tt graph. D is irrelevant. Cutting funding
will eventually result in closure of sor
assumption.

eries, so this is not necessarily an
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Itis not unusual for a member of the British Royal Family to serve as an officer in the armed
forces, and even, on occasion, to see active service. It happened quite recently when Prince
Harry was posted to a war zone, raising questions about the heightened risk that such a high
profile target would face, and possibly deflect onto others. At first the prince's location was a
well-kept secret, but in due course it became public knowledge, rightly prompting calls in
parliament and the media for his recall. If the prince’s whereabouts had remained a secret, the
level of risk could have been managed. But since his whereabouts were not a secret, risk
management was not possible.

Which one of the following commits the same logical flaw as the above argument?

A If the tide is out, the island can be reached. But the tide isn't out, so the island can't be
reached.

B If the tide is out the island can be reached. But since the island can't be reached, the tide is
not out.

C If the island can be reached, the tide must be out. But since the tide isnt out, the island
can't be reached.

D The island can't be reached unle
tide is out.

the tide is out. But the island can be reached, so the

BMAT Q17 (2018)

o

Here, the answer is A.

The argument says that i the Prince’s whereal ad been secret, the lovel of risk

e only option in the answers that follows the
same flaw as the argument is A.

because this is true, the inverse is falsb
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Domestic cats are popular pets worldwide, and have the potential to significantly affect prey
species in both rural and urban areas. Several studies have shown that cats living on the
outskirts of urban areas and those living in rural areas bring home more prey, and a greater
variety of prey, than cats living in more urbanised environments. However, not all studies have
found detrimental effects of cat predation on wildlife. A study in Canberra, Australia, found that
domestic cats caught and killed so-called ‘invasive’ species of rodents and birds - those that
are non-native to the ecosystem and whose presence causes or is likely to cause harm. Thus,
keeping domestic cats should be encouraged as it has a positive effect on native wildlife.

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument?
A It assumes that keeping domestic cats serves no other purpose than to have
a positive effect on native wildlife.

B It assumes that because numbers of invasive species decreased in an area with domestic
cats, the presence of domestic cats caused this decrease.

C Itassumes that the Canberra study was of the general
effects of keeping domestic cats.

D Itassumes that we should keep domestic cats only if doing so would have a positive effect

on native wildlife.
y \ BMAT Q24 (2018)

Here, the answer is C,

more prey, and a greater variety of pre ts living in more urbanised

environments. [

P2: In Canberra domestic cats caught and killed so-called ‘invasive’ species of rodents
and birds

P1: Cats living on the outskirts of urban areﬁa those living in rural areas bring home

C1: Keeping domestic cats should be encouraged as it has a positive effect on native
wildlife

The main gap between P2 and C1 is that P2 s specific to Canberra and C1 is a general
statement about all domestic cats and the environment. This is a flaw because the
passage assumes that what happens in Canberra will happen elsewhere.
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It never fails. The only time both political parties are willing to work together in the US Congress
is when they're cooking up really bad ideas. If they've found a new way to cause trouble,
reduce freedom, or generally damage the health of the nation, they work together just fine. This
time, the briliant idea is a sales tax on goods bought on the internet, similar to the current sales
tax imposed upon goods bought in physical stores. If the economy is to get stronger, charging
consumers more is not a wise move. A tremendous number of people buy online, and if the
cost of buying online increases, interet sales will go down, and companies will sell fewer
products and have lower profits. Net tax receipts will therefore be less, which means that states
and the federal goverment will collect less revenue, and have less to spend on things like
education and healthcare. This is why an internet sales tax is such an unbelievably bad idea.

Which one of the following best expresses the flaw in the above argument?

A Itattacks the people who came up with the idea rather than the idea itself.

B Itfails to take into account the possibility that people who would have bought online wil
buy from physical stores instead.

C  Itwrongly proceeds on the basis that the economy will suffer only if sales fall.

D Itassumes that, if internet sales fall aﬂer introducing an internet sales tax, then the
introduction of an internet sales Il have been the cause of the falling sales.

P
BMAT Q4 (2019)

[

Here, the answer is B.

The conclusion of the paragraph states that it
imposes a tax on goods bought on the inte
impact on the economy, the governi services like education and healthcare. It
does not take into account the possi that people who previously were online

rall a bad idea if the government
“as this will have a net overall negative

shopping could instead start shopping in physical stores. This means that they would
encounter a similar tax in physical stores. Thus, this statement B flaws the argument as
itis likely that the economy and the government will not be affected to the extent that
the author has described, since consumers will be either purchasing goods and services

from online stores or physical stores, both of which will have similar taxes.
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Many countries are experimenting with legalising previously illegal substances, including
marijuana and heroin. The rationale for the legalisation movement includes concerns about the
financial and social burden of the so-called ‘war on drugs’, which is widely considered to be a
failure, anyway. But what drug legalisation advocates forget is why certain substances were
made illegal in the first place: taking them leads to behaviours that are harmful both to users
and to the people around them. For evidence of such effects, we only need to look to Colorado
in the USA. Following the state's recent legalisation of marijuana, the rates of murder and of
violent crime overall increased. This example shows that the drug legalisation movement is as
dangerous as it is misguided.

Which of the following describe(s) flaws in the reasoning of the above argument?
1 Itassumes that because the crime rise in Colorado occurred after marijuana was
legalised, the rise was caused by this change in law.
2 ltfailsto the problems. iated with other which are
already legal and more socially acceptable.

3 It concludes that drug legalisation has negative effects based just on the evidence
from one place.

A 1only
B 2only

C 3only { \

D 1and2only ] |

E 1and3only

F 2and3only
BMAT Q28 (2019)
G 1,2and3

Here, the answer is B.

The passage concludes that drugs should not be legalised given the negative aspects
that illicit drugs bring about. This is supported with the example of increased rates of
murder and violent crimes overall in Colorado (following the legalisation of marijuana).
Statement 1 flaws the argument because the conclusion assumes that the rates in
crime in Colorado increased after marijuana was legalised and that this specific rise was
caused by a change in the law.

Statement 3 also flaws the argument because the passage only discusses one example
which has had negative effects. However, it might not be correct to assume that
because it occurred in one place, that it will certainly occur elsewhere if illicit drugs were
legalised.

Statement 2 is incorrect because there is no mention of the relationship between
legalised and socially accepted drugs.
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