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BMAT Q2 (2003)

1. 

Here, the answer is C.  

The passage concludes that  ‘“Ready meals” should be labelled with health warnings,’ 
as they ‘tend to have high levels of salt, fat and preservatives in them, which are not 
good for our long term health.’ 


Statement C strengthens the conclusion of the passage as it states that people who 
buy ready made meals are unaware of their unhealthy properties, thus supporting 
labelling such foods with health warnings. 


Statements A, B, D & E are not explicitly mentioned and are therefore irrelevant to the 
argument. 
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BMAT Q2 (2004)

2. 

Here, the answer is C.  

The main conclusion of the passage is that taxing high content food may lead to a 
decrease in the their consumption. This is strengthened by statement C as it explains 
that similar measures were imposed on smoking cigarettes which lead to reduced levels 
of smoking. 
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BMAT Q14 (2007)

3. 

Here, the answer is A.  

The passage concludes that ‘almost 50% of dogs were observed to be much more 
active and anxious than usual’ prior to a major earthquake on the 27th of February. It 
supports this by stating that such behaviour is due to a dog’s hearing abilities. 


Statement A strengthens this argument as it states that dogs that had a hearing 
impairment on the 27th of February, were shown to be less anxious prior to the 
earthquake. 


http://www.medicmind.co.uk


Strengthening Questions

BMAT Section 1: Critical Thinking 

 4© 2020

BMAT Q28 (2010) 

4. 

Here, the answer is A.  

The passage concludes that those people calling for tough measures used the term 
‘Devil Child.’ The name alone was responsible for forming public opinion and ‘prevented 
members of the public having sympathy for the child.’ 


This is strengthened by statement 1 because if newspapers were accurate in the child’s 
upbringing and case, then it could be assumed that the newspapers information did not 
contribute to the bias, but rather the name ‘Devil Child’ could have been the deciding 
factor to the public having a biased view. 


Statements 2 and 3 are incorrect because the wording in the newspapers would have 
been a factor that could have swayed the public’s opinion. Thus it does not support the 
argument that the use of the phrase ‘Devil’s Child’ was the sole factor that influenced 
the public’s opinion. 
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BMAT Q13 (2011) 

5. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The conclusion of the passage is that the gene HAR1, expressed in the human cerebral 
cortex, gives humans the ability to use language. 


Statement B strengthens the argument because if a language specific impairment is 
caused by a mutation in the HAR1 gene, this then supports the argument that this gene 
gives humans the ability of language. 


Statement A could to some extent weaken the argument, as the HAR1 gene is thought 
to be unique to humans. However, having a 98% similarity does not mean that the gene 
will therefore have the same function as they do in humans. 


Statement C would weaken the main conclusion. 


Statements D & E are irrelevant to the argument. 
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BMAT Q24 (2012) 

6. 

Here, the answer is E.   

The main conclusion of the passage is that police should be allowed to use water 
cannons against rioters and therefore need to have clear instructions and guidelines as 
to when they can use them. 


Statement E is the best statement from all of the given options as it supports the use of 
water cannons. 


Statement A, C & D weaken the argument and are therefore incorrect. 


Statement B is irrelevant as there is link as to when police would be allowed to use 
water canons. 
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BMAT Q24 (2013) 

7. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The main conclusion of the passage is that in order to reduce the harmful effects of 
alcohol consumption, prices of alcohol should be increased. This may be achieved by 
making ‘alcohol more expensive with a minimum price per unit, and make it less 
appealing by banning advertising.’ 


Statement B is correct because it acts to strengthen the conclusion as it states that 
consumption has increased with a fall in prices. Therefore, it can be assumed that if 
there were to be a increase in price that demand and therefore consumption of alcohol 
may fall. 
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BMAT Q25 (2014) 

8. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The main conclusion of the passage is that painkillers should not be used by people 
experiencing a fever, as it suppresses the body’s natural response of fighting off a viral 
infection and it may therefore prolong the viral infection. 


Statement B strengthens the argument as it states that those that take painkillers when 
suffering from a flu, when they return to work, they may still remain infectious. This 
supports the argument that taking painkillers prolongs a viral infection as workers return 
to work and may still be infectious (therefore having not recovered). 


Statement A is irrelevant as there is no mention of the significance of reducing 
headaches. 


Statement C is incorrect because this would act to weaken the argument, as we could 
not assume that because the studies were shown to support the conclusion in animals, 
that the outcome would be the same in humans. 


Statement D is incorrect because there is no mention of an anti-flu injection. 


Statement E is incorrect as the passage does not mention accidental overdoses. 
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BMAT Q29 (2014) 

Here, the answer is E.  

The passage concludes that women tend to experience morning sickness more 
commonly in the first three months of pregnancy. To prevent morning sickness from 
occurring, women should try to eat bland simple foods during their first trimester of 
pregnancy.


Statement 1 is correct because it supports the conclusion that morning sickness 
symptoms are more common within the first three months as the symptoms start to 
decline after the third month of pregnancy. 


Statement 3 is correct because it supports the conclusion that women who experience 
morning sickness will tend to eat less and more bland and simple foods. 


Statement 2 is incorrect because there is no mention of strange food cravings. 
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BMAT Q30 (2015) 

10. 

Here, the answer is D.  

The passage concludes that in order to incentivise working in A&E, permanent A&E 
doctors should be payed higher wages. This could reduce the overall costs borne by a 
health service as this would lead to a decrease in the costs associated with agency paid 
A&E workers. 


Statement D suggests that some doctors take on A&E work through agencies in order 
to supplement their salaries. This implies that they have a higher earning potential 
offered to them via agencies then through permanent positions .This thus supports the 
argument that doctors may be incentivised to pick a speciality based on pay. Thus, 
increasing A&E permanent wages may lead to an increase in A&E doctors working there 
permanently. 


Statements A & B both weakens the argument, as an increase in pay would not 
incentivise workers as well as the working conditions in A&E act as a deterrent. 


Statements C and E are irrelevant to the main conclusion. 
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BMAT Q17 (2016)

11.

Here, the answer is A.   

The passage concludes that an increase in antibiotic resistance has meant that 
pharmaceutical companies need to create a new class of antibiotics. This new class of 
antibiotics would be strictly reserved for emergency scenarios such as a global 
epidemic. The government must therefore provide financial incentives to pharmaceutical 
companies to produce these new antibiotics. 


Statement A strengthens this argument as any new antibiotic that is made will not be 
sold routinely, but rather only be given in emergency cases. This supports the 
conclusion that new antibiotics should be created for emergency cases. 


Statement B is evidence to support the main conclusion, rather than strengthening the 
overarching conclusion. 


Statement C & D are irrelevant to the argument as they are not mentioned. 
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BMAT Q13 (2018)

12. 

Here, the answer is D.  
The main conclusion of this passage is that rugby tackling should not be banned as the 
positives of the sport outweigh the negatives. 


Statement 1 supports this argument because it states that any other sport that could 
help young people channel aggression, may not be introduced to schools, as it is not 
feasible. Therefore, it supports keeping rugby as a sport within schools as a way for 
young people to channel their aggression in a positive and controlled manner. 


Statement 2 is correct because if aggression is accepted as natural, there needs to be 
a method of channelling this behaviour in a positive way. Rugby is stated to do this in 
the passage. 


Statement 3 weakens the argument as it favours other sports, as they cannot cause 
head or spinal cord injuries. 
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BMAT Q26 (2018)

13. 

Here, the answer is D. 

The main conclusion of the passage is that bottle feeding should be more heavily controlled as it is 
associated with poor infant health and can increase infant mortality in developing countries. Breast-
feeding should be encouraged as breast milk has ‘protective properties (antibodies, enzymes, long 
chain fatty acids and hormones). Additionally, women who are in better health can improve their 
infants health. 


Statement D is therefore correct because if breastfeeding has benefits for both the mother and for 
the child, a mother’s improved health can have further positive effects on an infants health. 


Statement A cannot be assumed to be correct as the passage only mentions the popularity of 
bottled milk in developed countries and not its use in developed countries. 

 
Statement B is irrelevant as it is not mentioned. 


Statement C is incorrect as there is no mention of campaigns used to deter the use of bottled milk. 
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BMAT Q2 (2019)

14. 

Here, the answer is C.  

The passage concludes that given the increasing role of smart phones and technology in 
peoples lives generally, there may be a ‘cyber effect’ on children whose parents are 
increasingly shifting their attention away from their children (as a result of technology). 


Statement C strengthens this argument as young children who are entertained more 
with videos and smartphone content, rather than encouraged to interact with people, 
can be fairly said to be the result of the ‘cyber effect.’ 


Statements A, B and D are irrelevant as they are not mentioned in a relevant way that 
would help to strengthen the overarching conclusion that parents are potentially having 
a ‘cyber effects’ on their children based on their increased interactions with technology 
rather than with people. 
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