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BMAT Q20 (2003)

1. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The argument here is that late consultation in men with more advanced conditions leads 
to their treatments being more expensive and difficult to treat. Therefore, men should 
seek medical advice at earlier stages to prevent this. However, the argument is 
weakened if early consultation for minor symptoms leads to high costs too.  
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BMAT Q6 (2005) 

2. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The passage concludes that ‘since our consumption of natural pesticides vastly 
outweighs that of synthetic pesticides, our health is at greater risk from natural 
pesticides than from synthetic ones.’ Therefore, statement B is correct because if 
humans can tolerate pesticides in food crops then our health is not at risk from natural 
pesticides. 


Statements A, C & D do not weaken the argument if true. In fact, if statement C would 
be correct, this would strengthen the above argument. 
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BMAT Q12 (2005)

3. 

Here, the answer is E. 


The passage concludes that because the incidence of schizophrenia in the population 
has remained stable and the use of cannabis has increased, it cannot be inferred that 
smoking cannabis causes schizophrenia. However, the passage specifically mentions 
the use of cannabis in under 15 year olds and the increased rate of schizophrenia 
developing in later life. Therefore, if there is little data about the use of schizophrenic 
people who started using cannabis under the age of 15 years, then the conclusion is 
weakened. This is summarised in statement E. 


Statement A supports the argument. 


Statement B is irrelevant to the conclusion as it discusses increased rates of 
schizophrenia rather than cancer. 


Statement C is incorrect because it is too general to weaken the argument. 


Statement D is incorrect because it is also irrelevant to the conclusion. 
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BMAT Q14 (2005)

4. 

Here, the answer is E.  

Statement 1 is correct because if the rate of economic growth may not be achieved by 
2050 then there will be no need for the additional energy supply and thus no need for a 
massive increase in energy demand from fossil fuels, nuclear energy or renewable 
energies.


Statement 2 is incorrect because it is irrelevant to the argument concerning the 
increased future demand of energy given the desired goal of increasing economic 
growth. 


Statement 3 is correct because if renewable energy sources were developed then they 
could be used to  meet future energy demands rather than having to rely on fossil fuels 
or nuclear energy to meet that increased demand to meet the increased economic 
growth goal.  
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BMAT Q14 (2006) 

5. 

Here, the answer is C.  

The conclusion of the passage states that fingerprinting as a method used to identify 
criminals should not be challenged as experts in the field agree that it is a ‘completely 
reliable method of identifying criminals.’ Therefore, it is assumed that the opinion of 
experts can be considered the truth for the method to be a reliable method. However, 
the argument is weakened when the opinion of experts cannot guarantee how reliable 
fingerprinting is as a method. This is summarised in statement C. 


Statement A is irrelevant because there is no mention regarding how experts apply the 
method correctly. 


Statement B is irrelevant as well because the conclusion discusses the reliability rather 
than the accuracy of fingerprinting. 


Statement D is incorrect because it does not directly weaken the main conclusion 
concerning experts. 
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BMAT Q4 (2007) 

6. 

Here, the answer is A.  

The passage concludes that young male drivers should require a ‘much higher level of 
mastery of driving skills than it does at present,’ in order to reduce the accident rate for 
male drivers under the age of 25. Therefore, the argument assumes that young drivers 
are considered to not have the sufficient skills or experience to avoid car accidents. 
Therefore, the argument is weakened by statement 1 as it states that if many young 
male drivers are highly skilled in their driving techniques that the cause of accidents is 
due to another reason, therefore weakening the conclusion. 


Statement 2 is incorrect because there is no mention how an increase in number of 
passengers accompanying the driver contributes to an increase in accidents. 


Statement 3 is incorrect because this strengthens the main conclusion. 
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BMAT Q6 (2007) 

7. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The main conclusion of the passage is that boxing clubs in areas with high crime rates 
act by reducing the violent crime rate in that area. Therefore, it assumes that if there is a 
reduction in the crime rate, that it will be due to the boxing club rather than any other 
factor. Hence, statement B is correct because it states that the passage fails to consider 
the role of other leisure activities and its effect on the crime rate i.e. that say football as 
another leisure activity could be contributing to the reduction in crime rates in young 
men. 


Statement A is incorrect because it is irrelevant to the main conclusion. 


Statement C is also irrelevant because the conclusion considers the link between crime 
and boxing clubs, rather than considering how young men committing these crimes may 
lack discipline and self-restraint. 


Statement D is incorrect because it does not act to weaken the main conclusion. 
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BMAT Q17 (2007) 

8. 

Here, the answer is B.  

The main conclusion of the passage states that tobacco companies have increased their 
nicotine content in their cigarettes in order to make their product more addictive. The 
assumption made here is that the higher the nicotine content of the cigarette, the more 
addictive the product and thus the greater the consumption. However, statement 2 
weakens the argument (if considered to be true) because a higher content of nicotine 
would mean that fewer cigarettes would be smoked and thus decreasing consumption 
and weakening the conclusion that cigarette companies have increased nicotine content 
to increase the addictiveness of cigarettes. 


Statement 1 is incorrect because there is no mention how the rate at which a cigarette 
is consumed, in terms of puffs, affects the addictiveness of the product. 


Statement 3 is incorrect as it is irrelevant to the main conclusion. 
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9. 

BMAT Q29 (2007) 

Here, the answer is C.  

The passage concludes that no diamonds should be purchased without knowing their 
true origin as they may be fuelling rebellion groups in war-torn areas. Therefore, the 
conclusion assumes that diamonds could be fuelling rebellion groups and not other 
bodies such as the recognised government of a country. Therefore, statement C 
weakens the main conclusion because if diamonds were an important source of revenue 
for the recognised government of war-torn countries, then there purchase would be 
important and would thus be morally justifiable. 


Statement A is incorrect because this serves as evidence to the argument rather than 
weakening the main conclusion. 


Statement B is irrelevant because there is no mention of military intervention. 


Statement D is also incorrect because it is irrelevant to weakening the main conclusion. 


http://www.medicmind.co.uk


Weakening Questions

BMAT Section 1: Critical Thinking 

 10© 2020

BMAT Q26 (2008) 

10. 

Here, the answer is D.  

The passage concludes that ‘the database should contain the DNA only of those 
convicted of a sexual or violent crime,’ and that holding DNA of innocent people would 
compromise their primacy and those who have never committed a crime before.


Statement 1, if considered true, weakens the argument as first offenders would not 
have their DNA in the database despite having committed their first crime. 


Statement 2 is also correct because those people who are found not guilty of a crime 
despite having committed it, should have their DNA collected as they have committed 
the crime. 


Statement 3 is incorrect as solving crimes without DNA evidence is not relevant to the 
main conclusion. 
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BMAT Q6 (2009) 

Here, the answer is G.  

The passage concludes that ecstasy is not as dangerous as horse riding and therefore it is 
not necessary to have campaigns that discourage young people from using ecstasy.

 
Statement 1 is correct because if more young people start using ecstasy in the absence of 
campaigns about its dangers then it is fair to assume that the campaigns help may to deter 
people from using ecstasy. 


Statement 2 is correct because the passage only compares ecstasy to horse riding. If horse 
riding is not considered that dangerous then it weakens the argument that ecstasy is 
nowhere near as dangerous as horse riding. 


Statement 3 weakens the argument because the passage only includes how many deaths 
per year rather than consider the proportion of people that have died as a result of the 
activity i.e. the proportion of young males killed from ecstasy maybe be higher than horse 
riding. 
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BMAT Q12 (2009) 

Here, the answer is B.  

The passage concludes that that the government should protect people from slimming 
pills by imposing the same strict controls that exists for medicines.


Statement B implies that the government is already introducing legislation for slimming 
pills. Therefore this weakens the argument that the government should ‘act now’. 


All other statements do not directly relate to main conclusion and therefore do not 
weaken it. 
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13. 

BMAT Q6 (2010)

Here, the answer is B. 

The main conclusion of the passage is that even if the world suddenly stopped burning 
fossil fuels, which produce carbon dioxide emission, it would not be enough to mitigate 
the ‘disastrous consequences of climate change’. 


Statement 2 therefore weakens the argument because carbon dioxide levels could be 
reduced. It is correct because the model used in the passage is one that assumes that 
‘carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere would be double preindustrial levels.’ 
This would not be possible if carbon dioxide levels were to be reduced significantly. 


Statement 1 is incorrect because this would act to strengthen and support the final 
conclusion. 


Statement 3 is incorrect as there is no mention of previous predictions in the passage. 
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14. 

BMAT Q15 (2011) 

Here, the answer is B.  

The main conclusion of the passage is that those who have been imprisoned should 
temporarily not have the right to vote. The passage assumes that something cannot be 
both a constitutional and a human right, but rather that it has to be one or the other. 
Therefore, statement 2 if considered true, is correct. 


Statement 1 is incorrect because the passage does not discuss who defines human 
rights. 


Statement 3 is incorrect because there is no mention of the prisoners wanting to be 
allowed to vote in general elections. 
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15. 

BMAT Q15 (2012) 

Here, the answer is C.  

The main conclusion of the passage is that ‘parents of children with autism are damaging 
their children’s health by using the sprays,’ since oxytocin is not an approved treatment 
form for autism. Statement C, if considered true, is therefore correct. If there are negligible 
amounts of oxytocin in the sprays (considered to be ‘too low to have any effect in 
children’) then this weakens the argument as having low effects may lead to reduced 
levels of damage produced by oxytocin. 


Statement A, if considered true, acts to strengthen the final conclusion as the feeling of 
envy could be considered a negative attribute. 


Statement B is incorrect because this too would to some extent strengthen the argument 
as oxytocin sprays could be considered to damage the health of children if no prior tests 
have been conducted on them. 


Statement D is incorrect because there is no mention of the differing levels of oxytocin in 
different cultures. 


Statement E is also incorrect as this would strengthen the final conclusion. 
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16. 

BMAT Q28 (2012) 

Here, the answer is G.  

Statement 1 is correct because the author states that transportation to ski resorts 
accounts for 74% of a ski resort’s energy consumption. This argument is weakened 
because even if travel damages the environment, it may still be that the ski industry may 
continue to destroy the environment (other than through transportation). 


Statement 2 is correct as this weakens the argument that energy consumption levels in 
other ski resorts are normally lower. 


Statement 3 weakens the conclusion as the author only mentions energy consumption 
as a form that is destroying the environment. However, there may be other factors to 
consider. 
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17. 

BMAT Q15 (2013) 

Here, the answer is B.  

Statement B offers the best option amongst all statements that act to weaken the 
argument. The paragraph states that people take part in sports in order to ‘counter the 
stress and pressure of work.’ However, statement B states that people look to escape 
the safety they experience at work.


Statements A & C strengthen the conclusion that improved performance and more 
developed equipment both respectively do not decrease the risk of death and 
encourage risk-taking behaviour. Thus supporting the conclusion that extreme sports 
and modification in sports gear may lead to an increased risk of death caused by 
extreme sports. 


Statement D is incorrect because there is no mention how the link between the 
popularity and threat of death may increase with extreme sports. 
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18. 

BMAT Q17 (2013) 

Here, the answer is D.  

The passage concludes that ageing increases the difficulty to fall asleep, which leads to 
memory impairment. 


Statement 1 weakens the argument because it states the opposite of the conclusion. If 
people were worried about memory impairment as they were ageing, this could lead to a 
lack of sleep. 


Statement 3 weakens the argument too because it states that changes in the brain due 
to ageing cause memory deterioration and sleep patterns to be altered. Therefore, it is 
not sleep patterns that cause memory deterioration, but rather structural changes in the 
brain. 


Statement 2 is incorrect because the passage does not discuss the extent of memory 
loss incurred by different individuals. 
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19. 

BMAT Q24 (2015) 

Here, the answer is B.  

The passage concludes that caffeine can be beneficial as it improves focus as well as 
boosts short-term memory in students. 


Statements 1 & 3 weaken the overall conclusion because if caffeine leads to reduced 
quality of sleep and therefore sleep deprivation, this may cause a lack of focus and poor 
memory. This therefore contradicts the main points raised by the conclusion that 
caffeine acts to improve focus and boost short term memory. 
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20. 

BMAT Q28 (2015) 

Here, the answer is A.  

The passage concludes that people are either ‘naturally’ ‘Night Owls’ or ‘Morning Larks.’ 
This implies that people are genetically or at least born with either being one or the other 
throughout their lives and therefore cannot change between being a ‘Night Owl’ and a 
‘Morning Lark’, which is dependent on the amount of melatonin levels that are 
expressed both in the morning and evening. 


Statement A weakens the argument because it states that behaviour influences the 
level of melatonin that is expressed in the mornings and evenings rather than having 
naturally occurring levels of melatonin. 


Statements B-E are irrelevant to the main conclusion. 
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BMAT Q24 (2016) 

21. 

Here, the answer is C.  

The passage concludes that 30-minutes of brisk walking five days a week ‘is more 
effective than any other form of exercise for keeping weight down.’ 


Statement C weakens the argument because it offers a reason as to why weight loss 
may be lower in other sports (and thus why the BMI reduction per unit is lower). 


Statement A is incorrect because the passage discusses that ‘high impact’ walking is 
effective for all age groups (‘regardless of age’) rather than just for older people.


Statement B is incorrect because it does not specifically mention a sport (e.g. tennis) 
that is then compared to ‘high impact’ walking. 


Statement D is incorrect because the passage compares BMI rather than weight loss in 
‘high impact’ walkers to those who play sports. 
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BMAT Q4 (2017)

22. 

Here, the answer is A.   

The passage concludes that nuclear power plants should no longer function (‘expansion 
of all nuclear power production should therefore be stopped and existing plants shut 
down.’) as it would ‘create tens of thousands of tons of lethal, high-level radioactive 
waste.’ 


Statement A outlines that there are ‘established procedure for managing and safely 
storing nuclear waste.’ This therefore means that the tons of lethal waste that would be 
created would be safely stored, thereby weakening the main conclusion. 


Statements B-D are irrelevant to the main conclusion, as it does not directly challenge 
the link between nuclear energy being banned because the waste it produces is unsafe 
and lethal. 
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BMAT Q30 (2018)

23. 

Here, the answer is D.   

The passage concludes that biofuels should largely replace fossil fuels as a source of 
energy, as they emit lower carbon dioxide levels. However, they do pose threats to 
biodiversity and food availability in certain parts of the world. The passage ultimately 
concludes that the benefit of using biofuels outweighs the negative aspects. 


Statements 1 and 2 both strengthen the argument and are therefore incorrect. 


Statement 1 strengthens the argument as climate change can lead to longer harvesting 
seasons and therefore implying that food shortages may not be an issue. Therefore 
supporting that the benefits of biofuels outweigh the negatives. 


Statement 2 strengthens the argument as it explains that biofuels could be produced 
from waste products rather than through deforestation. This also helps to support the 
argument that the benefits outweigh the negatives. 
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